
	Reception Literacy Unit: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure

	Age group: Reception/EYFS

	Core Area: Communication with Language; Literacy; Understanding the World; Expressive Arts & Design

	Overall Learning Intentions:
· Listen to and respond to a familiar story
· Retell events in sequence
· Develop vocabulary linked to camping, nature and emotions
· Hear and identify sounds in words
· Develop oral blending and segmenting
· Recognise and write meaningful words and captions
· Explore rhythm, rhyme and repeated phrases
· Develop confidence in speaking and storytelling

	Week 1: Exploring the Story
Lesson 1 LO: To listen to a story and make predictions.
	Vocabulary:
adventure, camping, tent, forest, explore
	Activities:
Introduce a toy dog named Skye
Show camping objects in a mystery bag
Discuss: What might Skye do on a camping trip?
Read opening of the story
Children draw or verbally share their prediction.
	Continuous provision: camping role-play area

	Lesson 2 – What can Skye see?
LO: To develop vocabulary and descriptive language
	Vocabulary:
Trees, shrubs, squirrel, leaves, campsite, green
	Activities:
Revisit the campsite section
Go on a mini ‘forest hunt’ outdoors
Describe objects using colour, size and texture
Create a class vocabulary display
Encourage sentences such as: “I can see tall, green trees.”
	Phonics link:

Initial sound in tree, tent, squirrel, Skye

	Lesson 3 – Retelling the Beginning
LO: To recall and sequence key events
	Vocabulary:

	Activities:
Use picture cards: packing – arriving – exploring – campfire
Children sequence the cards
Retell the story using First, next and then
Create a class story map
Act out Skye’s arrival at the campsite
	Writing link:
Draw and label camping equipment

	Lesson 4 – Describing the Forest
LO: To use descriptive vocabulary
	Vocabulary:
Damp, soft, crunchy, dark, ancient, moss, leaves
	Activities:
Explore sensory trays with leaves, moss, twigs and pinecones
Describe textures and sounds
Read the forest description
Children create oral sentences, such as “The leaves are crunchy.”
Make a class sensory word bank
	Phonics link:
Oral segmenting of moss, log, leaf, mud

	Lesson 5 – Skye's Feelings
LO: To identify and talk about emotions
	Vocabulary:
Excited, curious, worried, frightened, safe, relieved
	Activities:
Explore Skye’s feelings at different points
Use emotion cards and facial expressions
Children place feelings on the story map
Role-play Skye seeing the glowing eyes
Discuss: “What helped Skye feel safe?”
	PSED link:
Talking about people who help us feel safe.

	Week 2: Developing Literacy Skills
Lesson 6 – Sounds in the Whispering Woods
LO: To listen carefully and identify environmental sounds
	Vocabulary:

	Activities:
Listen for birds, wind, rustling leaves and water
Play sound matching games
Make forest sound effects for the story
Read the RUSTLE! Section dramatically
Children create a soundscape of the forest.
	Phonics link:
Oral blending and sound discrimination

	Lesson 7 – Camping Equipment Labels
LO: To hear sounds in words and write labels
	Vocabulary:
Tent, bag, map, torch, cup, fire, dog
	Activities: 
Explore real camping objects or photographs
Segment single words orally
Children label pictures using phonics knowledge
Make signs for the camping role-play area, e.g. tent, bag, map, dog
	Writing link:
Creating labels

	Lesson 8 – Story Sequencing and Oral Retelling
LO: To retell a familiar story in sequence
	Vocabulary:
	Activities:
Use story props or puppets
Children retell the adventure in small groups
Introduce story language:
· Once upon a time
· One night
· Suddenly
· Luckily
· In the end

	Challenge: 
Add descriptive vocabulary (adjectives) to the retelling

	Lesson 9 – Create your own Adventure
LO: To develop imaginative storytelling
	Vocabulary:
	Activities:
Children invent a new forest adventure for Skye.
Choose
· Where does she go?
· What does she find?
· How does she feel?
· Who helps her?
Draw a story map
Orally tell a story to a partner
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	Writing link:
Create a simple caption or sentence

	Lesson 10 – Skye’s Camping Story Celebration
LO: To share a story confidently with others
	Vocabulary:
	Activities:
Revisit the whole story
Children perform sections using puppets, props and sound effects
Create a class book
Children contribute drawings, labels and captions
Share the story with another class or families.

	Final outcome:
A collaborative retelling or performance

	Reception Continuous Provision:
	Area
	Provision

	Role play
	Camping site with tent, sleeping bags, torches, maps and pretend food.

	Small world
	Forest animals, trees, leaves, tents and Skye figure

	Writing
	Camping lists, maps, labels, signs and postcards

	Phonics
	Initial sound objects, oral blending games, environmental sounds

	Reading
	Story props, picture sequencing cards, repeated refrains

	Maths
	Count treats, sort leaves, compare sticks and pinecones

	Understanding the World
	Explore natural materials, animal habitats and night/day

	Creative
	Forest collages, leaf printing, campfire paintings

	Music
	Create forest soundscapes and campfire songs




	Key Questions:
· What do you think Skye will do next?
· How does Skye feel here?  Why?
· What can you hear in the forest?
· Which words help us imagine the forest?
· Can you retell what happened first, next and finally?
· What would you take camping?
· How could we help to keep Skye safe?

	Assessment Opportunities:
· Listen attentively and respond to questions
· Use new vocabulary in conversation
· Sequence key events
· Retell familiar parts of a story
· Hear initial sounds in words
· Segment and blend orally
· Write labels or captions using phonics
· Express ideas through role play and storytelling



