
	YEAR 5           Text: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure by Lynne Sherry          Focus: Character Description

	LO: Create a detailed character profile that brings a fictional character to life through carefully selected vocabulary, descriptive language and evidence from a text.

	WILF
All pupils will:
· Describe Skye’s physical appearance and personality.
· Use evidence from the story to identify her character traits.
· Organise their ideas into paragraphs.
· Use expanded noun phrases to add detail.
Most pupils will:
· Show Skye’s personality through her actions, thoughts and feelings.
· Use precise vocabulary and varied sentence structures.
· Include relative clauses and fronted adverbials.
· Explain how Skye’s feelings change throughout the story.
Greater Depth pupils will:
· Create a convincing, well-developed character profile that combines description, inference and interpretation.
· Select ambitious vocabulary precisely and naturally.
· Manipulate sentence structure for effect.
· Explore contrasting aspects of Skye’s personality and how her experiences influence her behaviour.
· Establish a distinctive authorial voice.


	Key Vocabulary:
[image: ]

	Starter:  Who is Skye?
Display the opening paragraph:
"Skye, the mischievous pup, loved adventure more than belly rubs!"
Ask pupils: What do we already know about Skye from this single sentence?
Encourage pupils to identify both explicit information and inference.
	Evidence from Text
	What This Tells Us

	[bookmark: _Int_JmLqyQfp]“mischievous pup”
	Skye is playful and sometimes gets into trouble

	[bookmark: _Int_KHBycNdQ]“loved adventure”
	She enjoys excitement and exploration

	[bookmark: _Int_yawmgbGg]“more than belly rubs”
	Adventure is especially important to her, even compared with something dogs usually enjoy


Think–Pair–Share
Ask:
1. What three adjectives would you use to describe Skye?
2. Which part of the story supports your choices?
3. Does Skye behave differently at the beginning and end?
4. What might Skye have learnt from her adventure?
Expected Responses
Pupils might suggest:
· Adventurous because she explores the woods.
· Mischievous because she sneaks away from Max.
· Impulsive because she acts without considering danger.
· Affectionate because she returns to her family.
· Easily startled because she runs away after seeing the glowing eyes.
Assessment Opportunity
Listen for pupils who can justify their character descriptions with textual evidence, rather than simply listing adjectives.
Challenge: Can pupils identify a contradiction in Skye's personality?
For example:
Skye is brave enough to explore the woods alone, yet she becomes frightened when faced with something unexpected.
This develops deeper character interpretation.

	Activity 1: Character Detective
Good writers do not simply tell readers what a character is like. They reveal personality through actions, thoughts, feelings and reactions.
Teacher Modelling
Display this extract:
"Skye yelped and erupted from the leaves like a hissing firework!"
Ask:
What does this reveal about Skye?
Model the thought process:
"Skye does not calmly investigate the glowing eyes. Instead, she yelps and races away. This suggests that, although she enjoys adventure, she is not always as fearless as she first appears."   Pupils complete the following grid:
	Evidence from Story
	Character Trait
	What Can we Infer?

	“wagged her tail so fast she nearly took off like a helicopter”
	Excitable
	Becomes very enthusiastic when there is a new experience

	“Skye dashed out of the car, sniffing everything in sight”
	Inquisitive
	Eager to investigate new places

	“She sneaked away into the woods”
	Mischievous
	She knows she is leaving the campsite without permission

	“She dove headfirst into the pile”
	Impulsive
	Acts quickly without thinking

	“She yelped and erupted from the leaves”
	Easily startled
	Unexpected noises and creatures frighten her

	“She huddled close to her family”
	Affectionate
	Values comfort, security and family


Children to complete grid:
Differentiation
Support: Provide evidence quotations and ask pupils to match them to character traits.
Expected: Pupils locate evidence independently and explain what it suggests.
Greater Depth: Pupils identify contrasting traits and explain how Skye changes.

	Activity 2: Building Powerful Description
Teacher Model 1: Expanded Noun Phrases
Basic sentence:
Skye is a playful dog.
Improved sentence:
Skye is an energetic, mischievous puppy with soft fur and an endlessly wagging tail.
Ambitious sentence:
Skye is an energetic, mischievous young pup whose expressive eyes and endlessly wagging tail reveal her boundless enthusiasm for adventure.
Teacher Explanation
Highlight:
· Energetic, mischievous – carefully chosen adjectives.
· Expressive eyes – expanded noun phrase.
· Whose expressive eyes... – relative clause.
· Boundless enthusiasm – precise vocabulary.
Teacher Model 2: Show, Don't Just Tell
Basic sentence:
Skye is curious.
Improved sentence:
Skye investigates everything around her.
Ambitious sentence:
With her nose pressed close to the forest floor, Skye darts between towering trees, investigating every unfamiliar scent and rustling leaf.
Discuss
Why is the final sentence more effective?
Expected responses:
· It creates a clear image.
· It uses precise verbs.
· It reveals personality through behaviour.
· It helps readers understand Skye without simply telling them she is curious.
Teacher Model 3: Contrasting Characteristics
Basic sentence:
Skye is adventurous but gets scared.
Improved sentence:
Although Skye enjoys exploring unfamiliar places, unexpected dangers can frighten her.
Greater Depth Model:
Despite her seemingly fearless nature, Skye's confidence quickly disappears when the silent forest reveals a pair of mysterious, glowing eyes.
Grammar Spotlight
Highlight:
· Despite her seemingly fearless nature – an introductory phrase showing contrast.
· Seemingly fearless – carefully chosen vocabulary that suggests her confidence may be misleading.
· Quickly disappears – precise verb phrase.
· Mysterious, glowing eyes – expanded noun phrase.
Pupil Practice
Give pupils these sentences to improve:
1. Skye is a naughty dog.
2. She likes exploring.
3. Skye is frightened in the forest.
4. She loves her family.
Challenge: Include a relative clause, an expanded noun phrase or a contrasting conjunction.

	Suggested Planning:
	Paragraph
	Focus
	Key Questions
	Writing Features

	1
	Introduction and appearance
	Who is Skye?  What does she look like?  What makes her distinctive?
	Expanded noun phrases, relative clauses

	2
	Personality
	Is she adventurous, mischievous, curious or affectionate?
	Precise adjectives, supporting evidence

	3
	Behaviour and habits
	How does she behave when exploring?  How does she react to unfamiliar situations?
	Powerful verbs, fronted adverbials

	4
	Feelings and relationships
	How does she feel about Max and his family?  What makes her feel safe?
	Contrasting conjunctions, inference

	5
	Character development
	What does Skye learn?  Does the experience change her?
	Cohesive devices, thoughtful conclusion



Model Plan:
Character Name: Skye
Appearance:
· Young puppy
· Expressive tail
· Energetic movements
· Possible imaginative details: golden-brown fur, bright eyes, muddy paws
Personality:
· Adventurous
· Mischievous
· Inquisitive
· Impulsive
· Affectionate
Behaviour:
· Explores unfamiliar places.
· Follows interesting scents.
· Investigates objects and animals.
· Acts before considering consequences.
· Seeks comfort when frightened.
Feelings:
· Excited when camping.
· Confident while exploring.
· Frightened by the glowing eyes.
· Relieved when reunited with Max.
· Content beside the campfire.
Relationships:
· Loves Max and his family.
· Enjoys affection and reassurance.
· Learns that adventures can be better when shared.

Model Text: Skye – The Mischievous Explorer
Read the following model aloud.
Explain that this is an example of a high-quality Year 5 character profile.
The description includes some imaginative physical details that are not explicitly provided in the original story.
Skye – The Mischievous Explorer
Skye is a lively, mischievous young puppy with an extraordinary appetite for adventure. Her soft, golden-brown fur, expressive eyes and constantly wagging tail make her appear irresistibly playful. Whenever something exciting catches her attention, her entire body seems to burst with energy. Skye, whose enthusiasm is almost impossible to contain, is happiest when she is exploring somewhere new.
Naturally inquisitive and endlessly adventurous, Skye finds excitement in even the smallest discoveries. Whether she is investigating unfamiliar scents or chasing the possibility of a new adventure, her curiosity knows no bounds. However, her mischievous personality can sometimes lead her into trouble. Rather than remaining safely beside her family, she often allows her adventurous instincts to guide her decisions.
One of Skye's most noticeable characteristics is her impulsive behaviour. During her camping adventure in the Whispering Woods, she secretly wanders away from the warmth of the campfire in search of the perfect place to sleep. Without considering the possible dangers, she ventures deeper into the shadowy forest. Her determined exploration reveals both her confidence and her tendency to act before thinking.
Despite her apparently fearless personality, Skye has a more vulnerable side. When mysterious, glowing eyes appear in the darkness, her confidence vanishes almost instantly. Startled by the unexpected visitor, she races through the trees and leaps over an icy creek in a desperate attempt to return to safety. Beneath her adventurous exterior, Skye is still a young puppy who can become frightened when faced with the unknown.
Although she enjoys exploring independently, Skye shares a strong and affectionate bond with Max and his family. Their reassuring presence provides her with comfort, particularly when she feels frightened or uncertain. By the end of her woodland adventure, she begins to understand that excitement is not the only important part of exploring. Ultimately, Skye is a lovable, curious and occasionally troublesome companion who discovers that the greatest adventures are often those shared with the people she loves.
Teacher-Led Discussion
Ask pupils to identify the following writing features.
	Writing Features
	Example from Model
	Impact on Reader

	Expanded noun phrase
	“soft, golden-brown fur”
	Creates a clear physical description

	Relative clause
	“whose enthusiasm is almost impossible to contain”
	Adds information about Skye’s personality

	Precise vocabulary
	“inquisitive”
	Communicates curiosity effectively

	Fronted adverbial
	“During the camping adventure in the Whispering Woods”
	Establishes when the behaviour occurs

	Contrasting conjunction
	“Although she enjoys exploring independently”
	Reveals contrasting aspects of personality

	Cohesion
	“However”, “Despite”, “Ultimately”
	Links ideas logically

	Inference
	“Skye has a more vulnerable side”
	Demonstrates deeper understanding of character

	Character development
	“she begins to understand...”
	Explains how Skye changes as a result of the experience




	Independent Task:
Your Writing Challenge
Write a detailed character profile of Skye, the adventurous puppy from Skye's Wild Camping Adventure.
Your profile should help someone who has never read the story understand Skye's appearance, personality, behaviour, relationships and how she develops during her adventure.
Use evidence from the story to support your ideas.
	Year 5 Success Criteria – Working Towards Expected

	· I can describe Skye's appearance and personality.
· I can use appropriate adjectives.
· I can write sentences that make sense.
· I can use capital letters, full stops and commas accurately.
· I can identify evidence from the story.



	Year 5 Success Criteria – Working at Expected

	· I can organise my character profile into clear paragraphs.
· I can use expanded noun phrases to add precise detail.
· I can use relative clauses to develop my descriptions.
· I can select powerful verbs and appropriate vocabulary.
· I can explain Skye's personality using evidence from the story.
· I can use fronted adverbials accurately.
· I can use conjunctions to connect and contrast ideas.
· I can maintain a consistent tense.
· I can proofread and improve my writing.



	Year 5 Success Criteria – Working at Greater Depth

	· I can reveal personality through actions and reactions rather than simply listing traits.
· I can explore contrasting aspects of Skye's character.
· I can vary sentence structures deliberately for effect.
· I can use ambitious vocabulary accurately and naturally.
· I can explain how Skye's experiences influence her behaviour and understanding.
· I can create a coherent, engaging profile that gives the reader a strong impression of Skye as an individual.




	Differentiated Writing Support:
Support Group – Scaffolded Character Profile
Provide pupils with the following writing frame.
Paragraph 1 – Introduction
Skye is a __________ puppy who loves __________.
She has __________ and __________.
Her __________ shows that she is __________.
Paragraph 2 – Personality
One of Skye's main personality traits is __________.
We know this because, in the story, she __________.
This suggests that __________.
Paragraph 3 – Behaviour
When Skye explores the forest, she __________.
Although she is usually __________, she sometimes __________.
Paragraph 4 – Feelings
Skye feels __________ when __________.
However, when she returns to Max, she feels __________ because __________.
Paragraph 5 – Conclusion
Overall, Skye is a __________ and __________ character.
By the end of the story, she learns that __________.
Support Strategies
· Provide a word bank.
· Allow verbal rehearsal before writing.
· Use colour-coded paragraph prompts.
· Give pupils highlighted evidence from the story.
· Provide sentence starters.
· Encourage pupils to write three strong paragraphs rather than five underdeveloped ones.

Pupils use the planning grid and success criteria to produce four or five coherent paragraphs.
Additional Challenge
Include at least:
· Two expanded noun phrases.
· Two relative clauses.
· Two fronted adverbials.
· Three precise verbs.
· Two examples of textual evidence.
· One explanation of how Skye changes.

Greater Depth – Character Complexity
Challenge pupils to explore the following question:
Is Skye truly fearless, or does her behaviour suggest that she is more vulnerable than she first appears?
Encourage pupils to explore:
· The contrast between confidence and fear.
· How curiosity influences her decisions.
· Why she chooses to leave the campsite.
· How her reactions reveal her immaturity.
· How her relationship with Max provides security.
· Whether Skye genuinely changes or simply learns an important lesson.

	Plenary: The Three-Colour Editing Challenge
Ask pupils to reread their character profiles using three different colours.
🟢 Green – Vocabulary
Underline examples of effective adjectives, powerful verbs and expanded noun phrases.
🔵 Blue – Grammar
Identify relative clauses, fronted adverbials and contrasting conjunctions.
🟠 Orange – Character Development
Highlight where the writing explains Skye's personality, feelings or changing understanding.
Peer Assessment
Pupils exchange work with a partner.
Their partner should identify:
Two Stars:
· One effective example of descriptive vocabulary.
· One sentence that reveals something important about Skye.
One Wish:
· One specific improvement to make the character profile more effective.
Final Reflection
Ask:
What makes a character profile more effective than a simple list of adjectives?
Expected response:
A strong character profile explains what a character is like through their actions, behaviour, feelings and relationships. It uses carefully selected vocabulary and evidence to create a detailed, convincing picture.

	Assessment/Model Texts:
	Assessment Criterion
	Working Towards
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Character description
	Identifies basic traits
	Develops detailed, supported descriptions
	Explores complex and contrasting characteristics

	Vocabulary
	Uses familiar adjectives
	Selects precise vocabulary
	Makes nuanced vocabulary choices for effect

	Sentence Structure
	Mainly simple sentences
	Uses varied sentences and appropriate clauses
	Manipulates sentence structures deliberately

	Paragraphing
	Some organisation
	Clear paragraphs organised by theme
	Fluent, cohesive organisation

	Grammar
	Uses some taught features
	Applies Year 5 grammar effectively
	Selects grammar deliberately to shape meaning

	Evidence and Inference
	Identifies events
	Explains what actions reveal about Skye
	Interprets behaviour and character development

	Editing
	Corrects obvious errors
	Improves vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
	Makes thoughtful revisions to make impact





Model Texts

Working Towards:
Skye the Adventurous Puppy
Skye is a playful and mischievous puppy who loves going on adventures. She is full of energy and enjoys exploring new places. Her tail wags quickly when she gets excited. She likes sniffing things and looking for interesting places to explore.
Skye is a curious dog because she wants to investigate everything. When she arrives at the campsite, she runs around sniffing the trees and tents. She also sees a squirrel and wants to explore the forest. Sometimes, Skye gets into trouble because she does not think about what might happen.
Skye can be brave, but she also gets frightened. When she goes into the woods alone, she finds a pile of leaves and decides to sleep there. Suddenly, she sees two glowing eyes in the darkness. She becomes scared and runs quickly back to Max.
Skye loves Max and his family. She feels safe when she is with them. After her frightening adventure, she sits close to the campfire and enjoys being with her family.
Overall, Skye is a friendly, curious and adventurous puppy. She sometimes gets into trouble, but she learns that being with her family is important.




Working At: Skye – The Mischievous Explorer
Skye is an energetic, mischievous puppy who has an enormous appetite for adventure. Her constantly wagging tail and lively movements reveal her excitement whenever she discovers somewhere new. Skye, whose curiosity is almost impossible to control, is happiest when she is exploring unfamiliar places. Whether she is investigating an interesting scent or searching for somewhere comfortable to sleep, she approaches every adventure with enthusiasm.
One of Skye's most noticeable personality traits is her inquisitive nature. When she arrives at the campsite in the Whispering Woods, she immediately begins investigating her surroundings. From the towering trees to the colourful shrubs, everything captures her attention. However, her curiosity sometimes causes problems because she rarely considers the possible consequences of her actions. Rather than remaining beside the warm campfire, she secretly wanders into the mysterious forest.
Although Skye appears confident and adventurous, she is not always as brave as she seems. Deep inside the dark woodland, she discovers a large pile of copper-coloured leaves and settles down to rest. Suddenly, the forest becomes silent and two glowing eyes appear above her. Terrified by the unexpected visitor, Skye leaps from the leaves and races through the trees. Her frantic escape reveals that even an adventurous puppy can become frightened when faced with danger.
Despite her mischievous behaviour, Skye is a loving and affectionate companion. She shares a strong bond with Max and his family, who provide her with comfort and reassurance. When she finally returns to the campsite, she is relieved to find herself beside the familiar campfire. Although she enjoys exploring independently, she feels happiest when she is surrounded by the people she loves.
By the end of her woodland adventure, Skye begins to understand the importance of companionship. Her frightening experience teaches her that exploring alone is not always as enjoyable as it first appears. Ultimately, Skye is a curious, energetic and occasionally troublesome puppy whose adventurous spirit makes her a lovable and entertaining character.
Greater Depth:
Skye – More Than a Mischievous Puppy
At first glance, Skye appears to be an ordinary, mischievous puppy with an extraordinary appetite for adventure. Her restless energy, endlessly wagging tail and enthusiastic investigations suggest a character who finds excitement in even the smallest discoveries. Yet beneath this playful exterior lies a more complicated personality. Skye, whose curiosity frequently overpowers her caution, is both a fearless explorer and a young puppy who has not yet learnt to recognise the dangers of the unfamiliar world.
Curiosity is undoubtedly Skye's greatest strength, but it is also her most troublesome weakness. From the moment she arrives at the campsite, every unfamiliar scent and unexpected movement demands her attention. The forest seems to offer endless possibilities, and Skye is determined to investigate them all. Unfortunately, her enthusiasm often overwhelms her judgement. While Max and his family enjoy the reassuring warmth of the campfire, Skye quietly slips into the darkness, apparently convinced that a more exciting adventure awaits. Her decision reveals not only her independence but also her impulsive nature; the promise of discovery matters more to her than the possibility of danger.
Despite her seemingly fearless behaviour, Skye is far more vulnerable than she initially appears. As she ventures deeper into the Whispering Woods, her confidence remains unshaken. Even the unfamiliar darkness cannot discourage her search for the perfect resting place. However, when the forest suddenly falls silent and a pair of mysterious eyes emerges from the shadows, her adventurous spirit is overwhelmed by fear. Gone is the confident explorer who eagerly abandoned the campsite. In her place is a startled puppy, desperately racing towards the safety she had so willingly left behind. This sudden transformation exposes the difference between Skye's desire to be independent and her ability to cope with the unexpected.
Beneath her mischievous exterior, Skye possesses a deeply affectionate and loyal nature. Although she may occasionally wander away from Max, her actions suggest that their bond remains central to her happiness. His familiar presence offers something the mysterious forest cannot: reassurance, warmth and security. Perhaps Skye's greatest discovery is not the enormous pile of leaves she finds beneath the trees, but the realisation that excitement means little when it is accompanied by loneliness and fear.
Ultimately, Skye is a character defined by contrasts. She is adventurous yet vulnerable, independent yet affectionate, and mischievous yet deeply attached to her family. Her woodland experience does not extinguish her curiosity; instead, it encourages her to recognise the value of companionship. While she may always be tempted by the promise of another adventure, she now understands that the greatest comfort is knowing there is somewhere safe to return to.
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