
	Text: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure    Vocabulary Focus       Theme: Adventure, camping and the natural world     Y2

	By the end of the unit:
· Learn and use new vocabulary
· Choose words that make writing more interesting
· Identify nouns, verbs and adjectives
· Use synonyms and simple antonyms
· Explore word meanings
· Group words into categories
· Use vocabulary in sentences
· Make deliberate vocabulary choices in own writing

	Lesson 1 – Meet Skye
LO: To use adjectives to describe a character

	Introduce Skye and ask children to describe her.

Create 2 vocabulary groups:

Appearance:
Fluffy, white, little, furry, soft

Personality:
Friendly, playful, curious, brave, kind

Feelings:
Happy, excited, worried, surprised, nervous
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	Activity:

Vocabulary Sort

Give children word cards and ask them to sort into:

What Skye looks like?
What Skye is like?
How Skye feels?

Vocabulary challenge:

Replace:
Skye is nice.

With:
Skye is friendly and kind.

Encourage suggestions.
	Task:

Children write 3 sentences using new language learnt today, describing Skye.

	Lesson 2: Into the Wild
LO: To use adjectives to describe a setting.

	Show children a woodland/camping illustration.

Build a vocabulary bank.

Sight:
Green, dark, bright, colourful, shadowy, sparkling

Sound:
Rustling, whispering, crackling, buzzing, chirping

Touch:
Rough, smooth, soft, prickly, damp
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	Sensory Detectives:

Children sort words under:

See/Hear/Touch

Provide words that may fit in more than one category.
	Task:

The ______________, ______________ trees surrounded Skye.

Select language (adjectives) that appropriately completes the sentence.

Repeat.

	Lesson 3 – Powerful Paws
LO: To choose powerful verbs

	Explain that verbs tell us what someone or something does.

Start with:
Skye walked through the woods.

How many synonyms for walked can children find?
Marched, wandered, crept, trotted, trudged, raced, tiptoed.
	Verb Charades:

Children act out while classmates guess the action.

Vocabulary ladder:
Put verbs in order from gentle to energetic.

Walked – hurried – raced

Looked – stared – gazed
Said – shouted – yelled

Ran – sprinted - zoomed
	Task:

Children improve simple sentences:

Skye walked to the tent.

Skye ______________to the tent.

Skye looked at the sky.

Skye ____________ at the sky.

Skye ran through the forest.

Skye _______________ through the forest.

	Lesson 4 – Word Detectives
LO: To explore words with similar and opposite meanings.

	Introduce synonyms as words with similar meanings.

E.g. 
Happy
· Cheerful
· Playful
· Pleased
Small
· Little 
· Tiny
· Miniature
Scared
· Frightened
· Worried
· Nervous

Introduce simple antonyms:
Big – small

Hot – cold

Dark – light

Fast – slow

Happy - sad
	Activity:

Give children word cards and ask them to find their partners. 


Challenge:

Which word is strongest?

Happy – cheerful – delighted

Discuss how word choices can change the feeling of a sentence.

	Lesson 5 – Mystery Words!
LO: To work out the meaning of unfamiliar words.

	Introduce adventure vocabulary:
· Mysterious
· Enormous
· Discover
· Explore
· Shelter
· Trail
· Campsite
· Journey
· Adventure

Context Clues:

Give sentences such as:   

Skye followed the winding trail through the forest.

Ask:
What might trail mean?

Children use the sentence and picture clues to make a prediction.
	Vocabulary Detectives:

For each new word:

Word: explore
I think it means _____________________

Picture:                                                                           


My sentence: _________________________

	Lesson 6 – Vocabulary Categories
LO: To group vocabulary according to meaning.

	Give children mixed vocabulary cards and ask them to group them, identifying an appropriate heading.  Children work in mixed groups to complete.

People/animals:
Skye/owl/squirrel/fox/camper

Places:
Forest/campsite/meadow/river/tent

Objects: 
Torch/backpack/sleeping bag/map/water bottle

Actions:
Explore/climb/follow/discover/search

Adjectives:
Dark/enormous/muddy/mysterious/peaceful

Challenge/Ask: Can one word belong in more than one group?

Discuss why camping vocabulary can be connected in different ways.

	Lesson 7: Make your Sentences Sparkle!
LO: To improve sentences by choosing precise vocabulary.

	Start with a basic sentence:

Skye went into the woods.

Step 1: Better verb

Skye crept into the woods.

Step 2: Add description

Skye crept into the dark woods.

Step 3: Add detail

Skye quietly crept into the dark woods.

Repeat with another example, emphasising the 3-step approach.
	Task:

Children improve, using 3-step approach:

The dog went to the tent.

It was dark.

Skye saw a bird.


Encourage use of word banks already created in previous lessons.

	Lesson 8 – Become a Vocabulary Author!
LO: To use new vocabulary independently.

	Children write a short paragraph inspired by Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure.

Include a vocabulary challenge:

· 2 interesting adjectives
· 2 powerful verbs
· 1 feeling word
· 1 word connected to nature
· 1 new word learned this week
	Example text:

Skye crept along the winding woodland trail.  The trees were tall and shadowy.  Suddenly, she heard a rustling sound.  Skye felt nervous, but she bravely continued to explore.

	Possible Vocabulary Starters:

Skye Says:

Like Simon Says, but children act out vocabulary

Skye says creep

Skye says stomp

Skye says tiptoe

What’s in Skye’s Backpack?

Choose an object.  Children describe it without saying its name.

E.g.  It is small.  It is bright.  You use it when it is dark.       Answer: torch

Odd One Out:

Give 4 words:
Forest – meadow – river – pencil

Which is the odd one out?

Then make it harder:
Creep – tiptoe – race – sleep

Vocabulary Hot Seat:

One child sits facing the class.
Write a word behind them.
MYSTERIOUS
The class gives clues without saying the word.

E.g. It means something that is difficult to explain.  It could describe a strange noise.

Describe Skye:

Choose a picture of Skye.
Describe her using 3 words, e.g.

Fluffy – curious – muddy

Partner creates a sentence using all 3 words.    Oral rehearsal.
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