
	Year 4: Building Suspense Using Fronted Adverbials

	Learning Objective: To use fronted adverbials to create suspense in narrative.
NC Links – Y4 vocabulary – grammar and punctuation: using fronted adverbials; using commas after fronted adverbials.  Y4 writing – composition: organise paragraphs around a theme; draft and write by pacing the narrative to create suspense.

	Success Criteria:
· I can identify where, when or how something happens using a fronted adverbial.
· I can place a comma correctly after my fronted adverbial.
· I can use short sentences to make the action feel faster.

	Starter:
Look at the text.  “Ten feet above her, a branch groaned...” and “Through the darkness, two glowing eyes blinked...”
Explain that these opening phrases tell us where the action is happening.  They are called fronted adverbials.  
Practice moving them, e.g. A branch groaned ten feet above her.  Discuss which version feels more dramatic and suspenseful.

	Main Input:
Co-create a ‘Suspense Toolkit’ on the board.  
Explain that fronted adverbials of time, place and manner help build tension because they tell the reader where or how danger is approaching before revealing the threat.

Suspense Toolkit:
	The Pacing Slider:
· [image: ]Long Sentences (slow motion): use these to describe creeping, looking or waiting.  
· [image: ]Short Sentences (The Shock!)  Use 1 to 3 words to stop the reader in their tracks.

	Fronted Adverbials:
	Where? (place)
	When? (time)
	How? (manner)

	Deep in the shadows,
	Without warning,
	With a racing heart,

	High above her head,
	Seconds later,
	Holding her breath,

	Between the gnarled trees,
	All of a sudden,
	Silently,




	The Sound of Silence: [image: ]

Take away all the noise before the big scare, e.g The forest fell silent.  Not a single leaf stirred.  Absolute stillness.

	Show, Don’t Tell Fear:
Don’t just tell me Skye was scared.  Show me what her body did!

· Her heart
· Her fur
· Her body



Example:
Without warning (manner)
Deep in the shadows (place)
Seconds later (time)
Ask children to offer suggestions to complete the sentence.  Pay particular attention to the comma placement, rehearsing ‘live’ sentences if necessary.

	Independent Task:
Children rewrite the climax of the story.  They start from when the leaves rustle, describe seeing the eyes, and write about Skye sprinting back to the safety of the campfire.

	Support (Scaffolded)
	Core
	Extension

	Fronted Adverbial Checklist where commas are already shown.

	When? (time)
	Where?
(place)
	How?
(manner)

	Without warning,
	Deep in the shadows,
	Silently,

	Seconds later,
	High above her head,
	With a racing heart,

	All of a sudden,
	Between the twisted trees,
	Anxiously,

	In the blink of an eye,
	Right before her eyes,
	Breathlessly,

	Suddenly,
	Under the leaves,
	Like a flash of lightning,



	Write the paragraph ensuring they use at least 3 different fronted adverbials (one time, one place and one manner) with correctly punctuated commas.
	Alternate between long, descriptive sentences using fronted adverbials and incredibly short, punchy sentences to intentionally manipulate the reading pace.




	Plenary:
Partner Check.
Children swap books with a peer.  Using a coloured pen, they must hunt for fronted adverbials and circle the comma that follows them.  If a comma is missing, they gently point it out to their partner to correct.

	Differentiated Writing Scaffolds:
Support – use fronted adverbial mat above

Core – paragraph planner
	Sentence 1 – where?

	Sentence 2 – pace – write 1 or 2 short, deliberate sentences

	Sentence 3 – when/how?

	Sentence 4 - action



Extension prompts:
· Deliberately vary the position of the fronted adverbial
· Experiment with a single-word sentence
· Incorporate an expanded noun phrase to describe the eyes

	Assessment Toolkit:
	Working Towards
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	· Uses basic time openers
· Struggles to place the comma correctly after the opening phrase
· Sentences are mostly simple or repetitive in structure

Possible Model:
Then there was a loud rustle in the trees.  Skye looked up because she was scared.  Next, she saw two glowing eyes in the dark tree.  After that she yelped loudly.  She ran away through the trees as fast as she could.  Soon she saw the campfire and Max was there.  She felt safe again.

Why is this WTS?
· Basic openers
· Punctuation demands
· Sentence structures simple and repetitive
	· Uses a varied range of fronted adverbials for time, place and manner
· Punctuates fronted adverbials with a comma correctly in the majority of instances
· Organises writing into clear, themed paragraphs (the transition from peace to suspense)

Possible Model:
Without warning, a loud rustle broke the silence.  Skye froze inside her mountain of copper leaves.  High above her head, a thick branch groaned under a mysterious weight.  She held her breath.  Through the pitch-black darkness, two glowing yellow eyes blinked down at her.  With a racing heart, Skye yelped and exploded out of the pile.  She zigzagged past gnarled trees and leapt over an icy creek.  Seconds later, she landed right at Max’s feet by the glowing campfire.

Why is this EXS?
· Varied fronted adverbials
· Comma precision
· Paragraph organisation and pace
	· Deliberately manipulates narrative pacing by combining fronted adverbials with single-word or short sentences to heighten the suspense
· Uses a highly sophisticated vocabulary choices to enhance the atmosphere further

Possible Model:
Without warning, a sharp rustle shattered the quiet.  Absolute stillness.  Deep in the shadows of the canopy, a heavy branch groaned under an invisible weight.  Skye’s heart battered against her ribs.  Right before her eyes, two piercing pools of amber light blinked through the gnarled branches.  Terror.  Like a flash of lightning, she erupted from the copper leaves in a flurry of debris.  She sprinted breathlessly through the gnarled trees, lunged over a freezing creek and collapsed into the golden safety of the campfire.

Why is this GDS?
· Manipulation of pace
· Sophisticated atmospheric vocabulary
· Advanced cohesion
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