
	Y5 SPaG Adventure - Controlling Sentences

	Lesson 1 – Modal Verbs
LO: To use modal verbs to show possibility or certainty.

	Display:

might, could, may, should, must, will

Explore:
Skye might discover something in the woods.

Skye must stay close to the campsite.

Discuss how changing the modal verb changes the meaning.

Skye could hear a noise outside the tent.

Skye will hear a noise outside the tent.

Q: What’s the difference in meaning?
	Choose the best modal verb:

1. Skye might / must find an unusual footprint because she is exploring a new part of the forest.
2. You must / might stay close to the campsite for safety.
3. The clouds are very dark.  It may / will rain later.
4. Skye has packed her torch, so she could / should be prepared for the dark.
5. The mysterious noise might / must be coming from an animal, but nobody knows for certain.
6. If Skye follows the map carefully, she will / might reach the campsite.
7. The campers must / may listen to the safety instructions before exploring.
8. Skye could / must discover a hidden path if she looks carefully.

	Lesson 2 – Relative Clauses
LO: To use relative clauses to add information.

	Discuss relative pronouns indicating the start of a relative clause: who, whom, whose, which, that

Display:

Skye, who loved exploring, followed the trail.

The owl, which had been watching Skye, flew away.

Q: What extra information has been added?  Which words introduce the relative clause?

Oral rehearsal of additional relative clauses that fit the above sentences.

Spot (underline) the relative clause – emphasise need to ONLY identify the relative clause
Skye, who was carrying a heavy backpack, climbed the hill.

The forest, which was silent and mysterious, stretched for miles.

Skye discovered a path that led towards the campsite.

They found a clearing where several birds were singing.
	Match the Clauses – include all necessary punctuation

	Main Clause
	Relative Clause

	Skye followed the trail
	which was covered in moss

	The owl flew towards the tree
	who loved solving mysteries

	They reached a clearing
	where the campers were rested

	Skye noticed an old bridge
	that disappeared into the forest

	The curious dog sniffed a rock
	which was perched on a branch



Complete the sentences:

1.  The forest, ___________________, was dark and quiet.

2. Skye followed a narrow path ______________________.

3. The owl, _______________________, watched from a branch.

4. The campers found a stream ______________________.


	Lesson 3 – Parenthesis
LO: To use brackets, dashes and commas for parenthesis.

	Display:

Skye – the bravest dog in the woods – followed the trail.

Compare the effect of:
() - - ,,

Brackets – factual or additional information.  Skye entered the forest (a place filled with mysterious sounds).
Dashes – dramatic or noticeable interruption.  Skye entered the forest – a place filled with mysterious sounds.
Commas – smooth and flowing.  Skye entered the forest, which was a place filled with mysterious sounds, looking for her campsite.

	Choose the correct parenthesis

1.  Skye __ who was extremely curious – followed the mysterious footprint.

2. The woodland __ a peaceful but mysterious place __ was full of wildlife.

3. Skye found a strange object __ a silver compass __ beneath the leaves.

4. The campsite __ which was hidden behind the trees __ was difficult to find.



	Lesson 4 – Verb Tense and Consistency
LO: To maintain accurate tense throughout a narrative.

	Identify the tense:
Skye walked through the forest.
Skye explores the woodland.
The owl watched from above.
Skye heard a strange noise.
The wind blows through the trees.

Children identify unnecessary tense shifts, e.g.

Skye walked into the forest and sees a strange light.

Correct:
Skye walked into the forest and saw a strange light.

Display additional examples for children to correct.
	Choose the correct verb:

1.  Skye walked / walks towards the river and noticed / notices a bridge.

2. The owl flew / flies above the trees and disappeared / disappears into the darkness.

3. Skye heard / hears a noise and turned / turns around.

4. The campers packed / packs their bags and leave / left the campsite.

Edit the paragraph – rewrite all in past tense:

Skye walks through the forest and notices that the sky was becoming darker.  She looked up and sees thick clouds gathering above the trees.  Suddenly, rain begins to fall, so Skye pulled her coat tighter around her.  she runs towards the campsite but slipped on the muddy path.  Luckily, she reaches the tent and takes shelter inside.

	Lesson 5 – Degrees of Possibility
LO: To express possibility using vocabulary and modal verbs.

	Display:
certainly – possibly – probably – perhaps – might – could

Q: Can you place these words on a possibility scale?

Discuss discrepancies and be clear about the correct possibility scale.

Certainly  Probably   Possibly   Perhaps    Could   Might

Choose the best expression: 
1. The sky is completely black, so it will ___________ rain soon.  
(possibly / probably / certainly)

2. There is a strange noise outside.  It __________ be an owl.
(might / certainly / definitely)

3. The mysterious footprints ________ belong to a fox.  Nobody knows for sure.
(could / definitely / certainly)
 Might
	Change the degree of possibility,
E.g.
Skye will probably find a shelter.

Less certain:
Skye might find a shelter.
More certain:
Skye will certainly find a shelter.

Your turn:
1.  Skye might hear an owl. (More certain)

2. The campers will probably return soon.  (Less certain)

3. Skye could discover a hidden path.  (More certain)

4. The weather will certainly change.  (Less certain)

	Lesson 6 – Cohesion
LO: To link ideas across paragraphs.

	Explore:
· Repetition
· Pronouns
· Synonyms
· Adverbials
· Conjunctions

Spot the link:
Skye reached the campsite just before sunset.  She placed her backpack beside the tent.  A few moments later, the adventurous dog noticed movement near the trees.  The woodland had seemed peaceful, but something was now rustling in the undergrowth.

	Use synonyms (improve):

1.  The path led towards the river.  The path was covered in mud.

2. Skye looked at the tent.  The tent was hidden beneath the trees.

3. Skye discovered a clearing.  The clearing was surrounded by bushes.

Add adverbials:

1. ____________, Skye heard a strange noise.

2. _____________, the woodland became darker and colder.

3. ______________, the campers prepared their sleeping bags.

Choose a conjunction:

1. Skye was nervous; __________, she continued exploring.

2. The rain began to fall.  ________, the campers returned to their tents.

3. ______________ Skye searched near the river, her friends prepared the campsite.

	Lesson 7 – Formal and Informal Language
LO: To recognise when different levels of formality are appropriate.

	Compare: 

Informal - 

Hi Sam!  The woods are getting really messy.  We need to do something about it.

Formal - 

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to express my concern about the increasing amount of litter in Whispering Woods.

Informal or Formal?
1. Hey, can you help us clean up the woods?
2. The forest is in a terrible state.
3. The condition of the woodland is becoming increasingly concerning.
4. Thanks loads for helping us out.
5. Thank you for your time and consideration.
	Match the Audiences:

	Writing Situation
	Formal
	Informal

	A text message to a friend
	
	

	A letter to the local council
	
	

	A note to your camping partner
	
	

	A complaint to a park manager
	
	

	An email to your teacher
	
	

	A message inviting a friend on an adventure
	
	



Improve the Vocabulary to make it more formal:

Loads of rubbish 

The woods are a mess

We need to sort it out

Can you help us?

It’s really bad!

	Lesson 8 – SPaG Author’s Edit
LO: To apply SPaG knowledge to edit and improve a short narrative.

	Editing Checklist:
· Tense consistency
· Modal verbs
· Relative clauses
· Parenthesis
· Cohesion
· Precise vocabulary
· Punctuation

Children to edit the following narrative:

Skye had been walking through Whispering woods when she notices a strange light between the trees.  The little dog stopped immediately, becuase she knew that something unusual might be happening.  She picks up her torch which was hanging from her backpack and moved cautiously towards the clearing.

The forest was dark and silent. Skye who was usually a very brave explorer, felt slightly nervous.  Skye could hear leaves crunching behind him and she wondered what it might be.  Perhaps it will be a fox, she thought, or maybe a lost camper.

Suddenly, a small wooden box appears beneath a bush.  It was covered in mud and scratches, and skye quickly picked it up.  Inside the box were a note that said “Whoever finds this message must return the missing compass.”

Skye looked around the clearing.  She knew she must find the compass because without it the campers might become lost.  Meanwhile the wind was getting stronger and the clouds gathered above the trees.

The dog followed a narrow trail which led towards an old aok tree  Underneath the tree she discovered a compass, which was shining brightly in the moonlight.  Skye carefully carries it back to the campsite and everyone was r4elieved to see Skye.

“You have been very brave?” shouted the campers.  “We couldn t have found our way home without you.”

Skye smiles proudly.  She has solved the mystery and saved the adventure, witch was something she would never forget.



