
	Year 6 SPaG Adventure – Mastering Grammar and Punctuation

	Lesson 1 – Word Classes in Context
LO: To identify and manipulate word classes.

	Explore with a Quiz style activity:
Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, determiners, prepositions and conjunctions.

Display:

The curious dog cautiously explored the dark woodland because she heard a mysterious noise.

Identify word classes:
Dog – noun
Curious – adjective
Cautiously – adverb
Explored – verb
The – determiner
Woodland – noun
Because – conjunction
She – pronoun
Heard – verb
Dark – adjective
A – determiner
Noise - noun
	Teach:  identify how changing a word class can alter a sentence

E.g. 

	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	danger
	dangerous
	dangerously

	excitement
	exciting
	excitingly

	care
	careful
	carefully

	noise
	noisy
	noisily

	bravery
	brave
	bravely



	Task: manipulate the sentence

Start:
Skye walked into the forest.

Add an adjective:
Skye walked into the shadowy forest.

Improve the verb:
Skye crept into the shadowy forest.

Add an adverb:
Skye crept silently into the shadowy forest.

Add a prepositional phrase:
Skye crept silently into the shadowy forest beneath the towering trees.

Add a conjunction:
Skye crept silently into the shadowy forest beneath the towering trees because she had heard a strange noise.

Repeat and follow the staged approach with:

Skye stared at the cave.

The dog entered the forest.

The path disappeared.

Skye was tired.

	Lesson 2 – Sentence Structures
LO: To identify and construct different sentence structures

	Explore:
Simple

Skye stopped.

Compound

Skye stopped and listened.

Complex

Skye stopped because she heard a strange noise.

Experiment with other examples.
	Task:

Children deliberately vary sentence structures to create a descriptive text, including all sentence structures.
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	Lesson 3 – Subordinate Clauses
LO: To use subordinate clauses accurately.

	Main clause:
Skye continued exploring.

Subordinate clause:
Although it was getting dark...

Together: 
Skye continued exploring although it was getting dark.
OR
Although it was getting dark, Skye continued exploring.

Main clause or subordinate clause?
1. Skye followed the woodland path.
2. Although the wind was getting stronger
3. The campers returned to their tents.
4. When the sun began to set
5. While the others prepared dinner

	Teach:

Subordinating conjunctions:
· Although
· Because
· When
· While
· If
· After
· Before
· Since
· Unless
· Until
· As
· Even though

Allow time for children to rehearse constructing sentence using subordinate clauses.
	Tasks: 
Join the sentences

1.  Skye heard a noise.  She stopped walking.
2. The sun disappeared.  The forest became colder.
3. Skye was frightened.  She continued searching.
4. The rain stopped.  The campers left the tent.
5. Skye checked her backpack.  She entered the woods.
6. The river becomes dangerous.  The campers will stay away.

Children need to write sentences, so they make sense.

Define:
A main clause is _______________________.

A subordinate clause is _______________________________________.

Explain:
Why is a comma needed in this sentence:

When the storm ended, Skye left the tent.

	Lesson 4 – Punctuation for Effect
LO: To use punctuation accurately and deliberately.

	Display:

Skye stopped.  The forest was silent.  Too silent.

Ask:
How does the punctuation affect the pace?
Why has the final sentence been shortened?
What would change if this were one sentence?

Compare:
Skye stopped because the forest was silent, too silent.

Discuss how short sentences can create suspense, while longer sentences can slow the reader down or provide detail.

Punctuation purpose matchup:

	Comma
	Separates items, clauses or additional information

	Colon
	Joins words together

	Semicolon
	Shows a pause, hesitation or unfinished thought

	Dash
	Introduces an explanation, list or example

	Brackets
	Links closely related main clauses

	Hyphen
	Adds emphasis, interruption or additional information

	Ellipsis
	Adds extra information that is less central



Can children show an example of each punctuation?
	Mixed Punctuation Challenge:

Add commas where necessary:

As the sun disappeared Skye hurried towards the tent.

Skye packed a torch a map a compass and some food.

Skye who was beginning to feel nervous checked her torch.

Complete the sentences:

Skye needed several supplies: _____________________________________.

There was only one thing to do: _________.

Skye discovered something unexpected: _____________________________________.

Join sentences with a semicolon:

Skye heard a strange noise.  She froze.

_______________________________________________________________________________.

The rain began to fall.  The campers rushed towards the tent.

_______________________________________________________________________________.

Create own example:

_______________________________________________________________________________.

Compare the use of parenthesis:
Skye opened the box, which was covered in mud, and gasped.

Skye opened the box – which was covered in mud - and gasped.

Skye opened the box (which was covered in mud) and gasped.


Add hyphens:

a mud covered backpack

a well hidden pathway

a brightly coloured flag

a long forgotten secret


Compare:

Skye opened the door and saw a shadow.

Skye opened the door and saw a shadow...

Skye opened the door... and saw a shadow.

Pace:
Option 1
Skye walked through the forest.  She heard a noise.  She stopped.  She looked behind her.  Nothing moved.

Option 2
Skye walked through the forest; suddenly she heard a noise.  She stopped – completely still – and slowly looked behind her...  Nothing moved.

Discuss:
Which version is faster?
Which version creates suspense?
How do the semicolon, dash and ellipsis affect the reader?
Is option 2 more effective in every situation?  Why/why not?

	Lesson 5 – Colons and Semicolons
LO: To use colons and semicolons accurately.

	Decide whether each sentence needs a colon or a semicolon:

Skye packed four items __ a torch, a map, a compass and some food.

Skye had one important task __ locate the missing toy.

The woodland was dark __ the path was almost impossible to see.

The wind grew stronger __ the trees began to shake.

A: colon, colon, semicolon, semicolon.

Complete the colon sentences:

There were three reasons to stay near the campsite __________________________
______________________________________.

Skye noticed something unusual beside the path _______________________________
_______________________________________.

	Match the sentence halves:

Beginnings

A. Skye had one clear objective:
B. The woodland was unusually quiet;
C. Skye packed several essentials:
D. The storm became more violent;
E. There was only one explanation:

Endings

1. the campers secured the tent ropes.
2. a fallen branch had blocked the path.
3. find the hidden entrance.
4. a torch, a map and a first-aid kit.
5. Skye could hear her own footsteps.

Answers: A -3; B -5; C -4; D –1; E – 2

Create own examples:

Colon sentences
A. A sentence introducing a list
B. A sentence introducing an explanation
C. A sentence introducing a dramatic detail
Semicolon sentences
A. Two closely related events
B. Two contrasting but connected ideas.
C. Two sentences describing the same moment

	Lesson 6 – Active and Passive Voice
LO: To recognise and use active and passive constructions.

	Key teaching point:
Active voice – subject does the action

Skye followed the mysterious trail.

Passive voice – subject has the action done to it.

The mysterious trail was followed by Skye.

Passive voice is often formed using:

was / were + past participle, e.g.

was discovered
were hidden
was carried
was followed

Active or Passive?
1. Skye discovered a hidden doorway.
2. The equipment was carried by the campers.
3. A strange noise was heard in the woodland.
4. Skye found a compass beneath the tree.
	Change Active into Passive:

1. Skye followed the muddy footprints.
2. The campers built a small shelter.
3. Skye discovered an ancient compass.
4. The wind scattered the leaves.
5. The group collected the litter.
6. The dog noticed a strange marking.
7. The campers secured the tent ropes.

Change Passive into Active:
1. The muddy boots were left outside by Skye.
2. The strange noise was heard by everyone.
3. The hidden entrance was unearthed by the dog.
4. The tent was damaged by the strong winds.

Rewrite the paragraph to make it more effective by choosing active or passive voice deliberately:

The tent was entered by Skye.  The torch was picked up by her.  The mysterious sound was heard by the dog.  The bushes were pushed aside by Skye.  The hidden animal was discovered by her.

Possible Improved Version:
Skye entered the tent and picked up the torch.  Suddenly, a mysterious sound was heard from beyond the trees.  She pushed aside the bushes and discovered a hidden animal curled beneath the trees.

	Lesson 7 – Formality and Audience
LO: To adapt grammar and vocabulary according to audience and purpose.

	To a friend:

You really should come camping with us!

Formal:
We would like to invite you to join our woodland camping trip.

Discuss:
Which message is informal?
Which is formal?
Who might each message be written for?
What do you notice about the language use?

Invite children to write a party invite with 2 different voices.
	Formal or Informal?

Label F for formal or I for informal:
1.  Hey, are you free to come camping?
2. We would be delighted if you could attend.
3. Please confirm whether you are able to join us.
4. You’ve got to see this brilliant campsite!
5. Thank you for your prompt response.
6. Can you send me details?

Match the Audience:

Audience
A. Close friend
B. Headteacher
C. Family member
D. Campsite manager
E. Group of classmates

Sentences:
1. Hi!  Do you fancy coming camping this weekend?
2. Dear Sir or Madam, I am writing to enquire about campsite availability.
3. You need to come – it's going to be awesome!
4. I would like to request permission to organise a school camping trip.
5. Don’t forget your torch and sleeping bag everyone!
Answers:
A, D, A or E, B, E

Upgrade the Vocabulary:

1. We had loads of fun at the campsite.
2. Can you tell me what time we need to arrive?
3. The weather is really bad.
4. Thanks for helping...

Possible answers:

1. We had an extremely enjoyable time at the campsite.
2. Could you inform me of the required arrival time?
3. The weather conditions were extremely poor.
4. Thank you for your assistance.

Spot the Informal Features:

Hi Mr Patel,

[bookmark: _Int_QVfapawg]We’re really excited about the camping trip and we think it’s going to be amazing!  Can you let us know what stuff we need to bring?  Also, are we allowed to bring snacks?

Thanks a lot,
The Year 6 children

Informality:
Hi Mr Patel,

[bookmark: _Int_GWplHdVT]We’re really excited about the camping trip and we think it’s going to be amazing!  Can you let us know what stuff we need to bring?  Also, are we allowed to bring snacks?

Thanks a lot,
The Year 6 children

	Lesson 8 – The Ultimate SPaG
LO: To edit and improve a text to show mastery of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

	Editing Checklist:
· Punctuation errors
· Tense errors
· Sentence fragments
· Incorrect clauses
· Inconsistent vocabulary
· Weak cohesion
· Inappropriate formality
· Incorrect apostrophes
· Missing commas
· Punctuation choices
· Incorrect spelling

The Flawed Skye Adventure

Last saturday, Skye and her friends goes camping in Whispering woods.  They was excited because the forest were full of strnage noises and unusual shadows

Carrying her torch Skye walked along the narrow path, she wanted to find out where the noises was coming from.  The trees were tall and dark they blocked out most of the moonlight.

Suddenly, skye hears a loud crack behind her.  She turned around fastly but there was nothing their.  “What was that “ she whispered nervously.  Her friends, who was waiting near the tent, shouted that she should come back immediately

Skye didn’t listened because she felt curious.  She followed the path deeper into the woods although it was getting very dark.  The mysterious sound seemed to be getting louder and louder and louder.

In the end, she discovered a small fox trapped beneath a fallen branch.  Carefully Skye lifted the branch and the fox escaped into the bushes.  It wagged its tail before disappeating.

Skye returns to the campsite.  Skye was relieved, excited and happy and pleased about helping the animal.  The adventure had been frightening.  It was also a really cool thing that happened and she would never forget it.
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