
	Text: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure

	Outcome: Write a new adventure narrative inspired by Skye.
Core writing skills: expanded noun phrases; figurative language; precise verbs; relative clauses; fronted adverbials; dialogue; paragraphing; cohesive devices; character/setting description; building tension; narrative structure; editing and improving writing.

	Lesson 1
LO: To make inferences and generate ideas from an illustration.                 [image: ]

	Step Inside the Illustration:

Share image and ask:
What can you see?
What might you hear?
What might you smell?
How might Skye be feeling?
What might have happened before this moment?
What might happen next?

Create a class 5 senses and inference grid

E.g

See – dark trees
Hear – crackling fire
Smell – smoke
Feel – cool air
Infer – Skye may feel excited
	Writing Task:

Write 5 sentences describing the picture, without using the words: nice, good, big, went or looked.

CHALLENGE:
Include an inference rather than just write about what you can see.

	Lesson 2: Building a Magical Setting
LO: To create atmosphere through descriptive language.


	Use book images to explore the Whispering Woods.
Build Vocabulary together for trees; sounds; movement, etc...

Introduce figurative language:

The trees stood like silent giants.
The moon hung like a silver lantern
· The wind whispered through the branches.

Children take time to build examples of similes and personification.    CHALLENGE: examples of metaphors
	Task:
Write a setting description beginning:

As Skye stepped deeper into Whispering Woods...

Encourage children to move from general – specific description

CHALLENGE:
· One simile
· Two pieces of personification
· Three fronted adverbials

	Lesson 3: Bring Skye to Life
LO: To develop a character through actions, thoughts and description.

	Develop a character profile together.

Instead of writing ‘Skye was scared’ encourage children to develop it.  E.g. Skye’s ears twitched.  She froze, staring into the darkness as un unfamiliar rustling came from behind the bushes.

Teach – Show not tell.

Tell – Skye was excited

Show – Skye's tail wagged furiously as she bounced towards the campsite

Discuss the differences and encourage children to experiment.


	Task:
Write a paragraph showing 3 different emotions without naming the emotion.

	Lesson 4: Planning the Adventure
LO: To structure a narrative using paragraphs.

	Re-read story then present a basic structure.

Introduce a simple story structure.

Opening – Skye arrives at campsite

Build-up – explores Whispering Woods

Problem – something unexpected happens

Climax – Overcome the problem

Resolution – Problem solved.

Ending – Skye returns to camp.

Discuss the structure and understand the key events from the story.
	‘Change it’ Challenge:

Pupils choose one element to modify:

Setting
FOREST     MOUNTAIN    BEACH    RIVER

Companion
SKYE     FRIEND    OWL    SQUIRREL

Problem
LOST    TRAPPED    SEPARATED    MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERY

Time
EVENING    STORM   EARLY MORNING    WINTER NIGHT

Allow time for children to brainstorm language after decisions have been made. 

	Lesson 5: Building Tension
LO: To build tension using sentence structure and vocabulary.

	Present:

Skye heard a noise.   

Discuss how to improve, model changes.

Discuss the effect of short, deliberate sentences.

Discuss the need to control pace:

Longer sentences – slower description

Short sentences – tension and impact.

Practise with some other examples.
	Task:
Write the moment Skye discovers the problem.

Use:

· Short sentences
· Precise verbs
· Sensory detail
· Questions
· Character thoughts
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	Lesson 6 – Speech and Dialogue
LO: To use dialogue to develop character and move the story forward.

	Model:

“Did you hear that?” whispered Skye.

Discuss inverted commas; punctuation, new speaker/new paragraph; reporting clauses; using speech for a purpose.

Avoid dialogue that simply tells the reader what they already know.

Practise some examples, correcting errors.
	Task:

Write a short conversation between Skye and another character.

CHALLENGE:
Can the reader understand how each character feels without being told.

Avoid use of said.

	Lesson 7 – Writing the Opening
LO: To write an engaging narrative opening

	Show 3 possible opening sentences:

Setting opening:
The last rays of sunlight disappeared behind the trees.

Action opening:
Skye bounded from the tent and raced towards the edge of the forest.

Mystery opening:
Something had been watching Skye from the shadows.

Which opening creates the most curiosity?  Why?

Practise some paired writing – opening sentences.
	Task:

Write the first 2-3 paragraphs of the story

S/C:

Introduce character
Establish setting
Create atmosphere
Introduce a hint of the adventure
Use paragrpahs

	Lesson 8 – Writing the Build-Up and Problem
LO: To develop a problem and build anticipation.

	Teach rule of 3:

1. Skye hears something
2. She sees something
3. Something happens
E.g. 
First, Skye heard a rustle.  Then, she noticed a tiny light between the trees.  Finally, a shadow moved across the path.

Connected ideas established, now discuss improvement of sentences and language.
	Children continue to write next part of narrative, not going beyond the problem.

	Lesson 9 – Climax, Resolution and Ending
LO: To write an effective climax and satisfying ending.

	Discuss:

What is the most exciting moment?

What does Skye have to do?

What does she learn?

How has she changed?

Discuss the need for the resolution to connect to the problem.

Ending Choices:
Happy – Skye returns safely
Funny – Frightening monster turns out to be a small hedgehog
Mysterious – Skye discovers an unexplained clue
Reflective – Skye realises she was braver than she thought

	Children continue to write stories.

	Lesson 10 – Edit Like an Author
LO: To edit and improve for effect.
Use a Y5 writing checklist

	Present Skye’s Author Checklist:

Vocabulary
Have I chosen precise verbs?
Have I removed repeated words?
Have I used interesting adjectives?

Sentences
Have I varied sentence openings?
Have I included fronted adverbials?
Have I used relative clauses?

Description
Can the reader picture the setting?
Have I used sensory detail?
Have I created an atmosphere?

Punctuation:
Have I checked commas?
Have I punctuated speech correctly?
Have I checked apostrophes?

Structure
Does my story have a clear beginning, build-up, problem, resolution and ending?

Spend time checking a day’s work against the checklist.
	Write final, polished version of story showing the whole narrative structure.  Editing to be included in final version.
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