
	Text: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure     Narrative focus – Year 3    Outcome: Write an original woodland adventure inspired by Skye.

	Writing objectives: 
· Generating ideas from illustrations
· Using expanded noun phrases
· Choosing powerful verbs
· Using prepositions to describe place
· Writing in paragraphs
· Using conjunctions
· Punctuating direct speech
· Creating atmosphere
· Sequencing events
· Editing and improving work

	Lesson 1 – Meet Skye
LO: To use an illustration to generate ideas and make predictions.
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	Read story

Ask:

Who is Skye?

Where is she?

What is she doing?

What might she be thinking?

What might happen next?
	Activity: Detective Eyes

Children work in pairs

3 things you can see
2 things you can hear
1 thing they wonder about

Come together, create a class word bank
	Task:

Children write:

I can see...

I think...

I wonder...

CHALLENGE: 
Can you explain why you think something?

E.g. I think Skye is excited because her tail is wagging.

	Lesson 2 – Explore Whispering Woods
LO: To use expanded noun phrases to describe a setting.

	Whispering Woods

Build language together.

Trees – tall, twisted, ancient, enormous

Path – narrow, muddy, winding, rocky

Light – golden, bright, shadowy, silvery

Sounds – rustling, crackling, whispering, creaking

Teach: expanded noun phrases

the tall, twisted trees
a narrow, muddy path
	Activity:

Children create own expanded noun phrases.
Then play, ‘Can you spot it?’

Teacher describes something, e.g. “I can see something tall, green and covered in leaves.”

Children identify it.

Children take charge and challenge peers.
	Task:

Skye stepped into the woods...

Children write a short setting description, using the opener, as a paragraph NOT sentences in isolation.

	Lesson 3: Powerful Words for Skye
LO: To choose powerful verbs and adjectives.

	Start with:

Skye walked into the forest.

Can we improve walked?

Crept – wandered – hurried – raced – tiptoed – scrambled.

Discuss how the tempo of the action can impact the reader’s understanding.

Can we improve:

Skye looked at the tree.

Peered – stared – glanced – examined.
	Activity: Verb Hunt

Give groups simple sentences.  They are required to replace the boring verbs.

Capture all ambitious examples for word banks.
	Task:

Write 5 sentences describing Skye exploring the woods.

CHALLENGE:
Use 5 different verbs.

	Lesson 4: Show me how Skye Feels
LO: To describe feelings through actions.

	Teach children that authors don’t always have to say:

Skye was scared.

Instead:

Skye’s ears dropped.

She stopped and listened.

Her paws trembled.
Create a class emotion – action chart

	Feeling

Excited
Frightened
Curious
Worried
Happy
	What might Skye do?

Wag her tail
Freeze
Sniff and investigate
Look around
Bounce



	Task:

Choose 3 emotions and write sentences showing actions.

	Lesson 5 – What Happens Next?
LO: To sequence events to create a simple narrative.

	Introduce the narrative structure:

Beginning – Skye arrives at camp

Build-up – explore the woods

Problem – discovers something unexpected

Exciting moment – Skye works out what to do

Ending – Problem solved.

Change the story
Choose a new problem.

E.g.  Unknown paw prints
Mysterious map
Sudden storm
Strange woodland noise – not an owl.
Lost item
	Task:

After decision making, children draw 5 pictures showing their story.

Then, orally rehearse their story with a partner.

	Lesson 6 – Joining Ideas Together
LO: To use conjunctions to connect ideas.

	Introduce:
and, but, because, so, when, if, while.

Example:
Skye followed the path because she wanted to find out where it led.

Skye heard a noise, but she couldn’t see anything.

Spend time working through the list of conjunctions proving that not all conjunctions work in the examples.  Children need to make appropriate choices.
	Activity:

Give children sentence halves to match up.
	Task:

Write 5 sentences about Skye’s adventures using different conjunctions.

CHALLENGE:
Don’t repeat use of conjunctions.

	Lesson 7 – Let's Talk!
LO: To use direct speech to develop a story.

	Introduce simple dialogue.

“Where are you going?” asked Skye.

Teach:
· Inverted commas
· Capital letters
· Punctuation
· Reporting clauses
· New speaker – new line
	Role Play

One child is Skye.

One child is another character.

Act out a believable conversation based on the story.
	Task:

Write a short conversation between Skye and another character.

CHALLENGE:
Make the conversation help move the story forward.

	Lesson 8 – Building Suspense
LO: To create excitement using vocabulary and sentence length.

	Start with:

Skye heard a noise.

Build it together:

Skye heard a strange noise behind the trees.

Then:

Skye stopped.

She listened.

Rustle.

Something was moving.

Discuss how short sentences can make the reader feel tense.

Practise with another example.
	Task:

Write the moment Skye discovers the problem.

Encourage:
· Sensory detail
· Powerful verbs
· Short sentences
· Questions
· Character thought

	Lesson 9 – Write the Adventure
LO: To write a complete adventure using a plan.

	Children use storyboards from Lesson 5

Suggested structure:

P1 – setting – Where is Skye?
P2 – exploration – What does she do?
P3 – problem – What goes wrong?
P4 – excitement – What does Skye do?
P5 – resolution – How is problem solved?

Writing checklist
Introduced Skye
Described the setting
Used interesting verbs
Used expanded noun phrases
Used conjunctions
Included a problem
Used paragraphs
Included speech
Wrote an ending

	Lesson 10 – Be an Author!
LO: To edit and improve writing.

	Give each child a different coloured pencil/pen.

Skye’s editing checklist
Full stops
Capital letters
Commas
Speech punctuation
Interesting vocabulary
Paragraphs
Conjunctions
Repeated words removed
	Make it Better

E.g.
Skye went into the forest.

Improved
Skye carefully crept into the dark, mysterious forest.

Ask:
Can you improve one sentence in your work?
	CHALLENGE:

Those ready for additional challenge, ask them to include:

One simile

One more powerful verb

One question

	Differentiation:

	Support

Picture sequence cards
Vocabulary mats
Sentence starters – One sunny morning...   As she walked...  suddenly...  Skye couldn’t believe her eyes...  Luckily...   Eventually...
Conjunction bricks
Story structure templates
Additional oral rehearsal

	Expected

Independently produce a structured 5 paragraph adventure using all word/sentence level supports.

	Greater Depth

Pupils to use:
· Varied sentence openings
· Create suspense
· Figurative language
· Develop Skye’s emotions – show not tell
· Use dialogue to reveal information
· Create an ending that links to the beginning
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