
	Text: Skye’s Wild Camping Adventure – Y4 – write an original adventure story inspired by Skye.

	Lesson 1 – Step into Skye’s World
LO: To make predictions and generate ideas from illustrations.

	Show an illustration of Skye in Whispering Woods
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Ask:
What can you see?
Where is Skye?
What might she hear?
What might she smell?
How do you think she feels?
What might happen next?

As suggestions are offered, create a class word bank.
	Activity:
See – Think – Wonder

I can see...

I think...

I wonder....

Children record their responses based on the illustration and previous discussion.
	Task:

Write 5 sentences in sequence based on the illustration.

Challenge:
Begin with ‘Suddenly’

	Lesson 2 – Exploring Whispering Woods
LO: To use expanded noun phrases to describe a setting.

	Focusing on the forest, create and explore vocabulary.

Trees – enormous, ancient, twisted, towering
Path – narrow, muddy, winding, rocky
Light – golden, flickering, silvery, gloomy
Sounds – rustling, whispering, creaking, crackling.

Teach expanded noun phrases: a narrow, muddy path.

Children orally rehearse examples using words generated earlier in lesson.
	Create vocabulary cards to reflect sight, sound, smell and touch related to the forest.

Ask children to sort but use to complete written task.
	Task:

As Skye entered Whispering Woods....


Write a settings paragraph using at least 3 senses.

	Lesson 3 – Make Skye Come Alive
LO: To describe a character through actions and thoughts.

	Create a character profile for Skye.

What does she look like?
What she does
What she thinks
How she feels

Teach children to show rather than tell.

Instead of 

Skye was scared 

Try

Skye’s ears dropped and her paws froze.

Children create some examples in pairs.
	Activity:

Give children emotions:

· Excited
· Frightened
· Curious
· Worried
· Determined

After some drama activities where children show how these feelings are expressed, children write sentences showing the emotion they were given.

	Lesson 4 – Build an Adventure
LO: To plan a narrative with a clear beginning, middle and ending.

	Introduce the story structure

Beginning
Skye arrives at camp

Build-up
She explores the woods

Problem
Hears or discovers something unexpected

Exciting moment
Needs to solve the problem

Resolution
Everything is made safe

Ending
Skye returns to camp

Discuss how this connects to the actual story shared.
Ensure children understand the need to fulfil the entire narrative structure.

Use opportunity to model planning
	Change the Adventure task:

Children make decisions for their story

Where?

Forest, mountain, beach, river

Who?

Skye, a child, another animal, an invented character

What goes wrong?

Lost map, strange noise, storm, missing backpack, mysterious footprints


Children are required to make these decisions, so they do not rewrite the original story.

	Lesson 5 – Powerful Verbs
LO: To choose precise verbs to make writing interesting.

	Display simple verbs on board:

Went
Looked
Walked
Said
Ran

Challenge children to improve them
	Game: Verb Charades

Children act out verbs while others guess them.
	Task:

Write a short paragraph where Skye explores the forest.

Challenge: underline 5 powerful verbs.  Improve any simple verbs.



	Lesson 6 – Creating Suspense
LO: To build tension using vocabulary and sentence length.

	Begin with:

Skye heard a noise.

Ask pupils to improve it, e.g.

Skye heard a strange noise behind the bushes.

Then:

Skye froze.  Something was moving behind the bushes.

Discuss the effect of the short sentence.

Share suspense toolkit:
Suddenly
Without warning
Silently
Slowly
Cautiously
In the distance
Behind her
To her surprise

Orally rehearse using these openers along with illustrations.
	Write the moment when Skye discovers something unexpected.
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	Lesson 7 – Let's Talk
LO: To use correctly punctuated dialogue.

	Introduce speech punctuation:

“Did you hear that?” whispered Skye.

Teach:
· Inverted commas
· Capital letters
· Punctuation inside speech
· Reporting clauses
· New speaker/new paragraph
	Task:

Give children a scenario:
Skye has heard a strange noise.

What might she say?

What might another character say?

CHALLENGE:
Use dialogue to move the story forward, rather than simply describing what is happening.

	Lesson 8 – Write the Opening
LO: To write an engaging opening to a narrative

	Share 3 possible opening sentences:

Setting
The sun was disappearing behind the tall trees.

Action
Skye raced towards the campsite, her tail flying behind her.

Mystery
Skye stopped suddenly.  There was something strange about the forest.

Children choose one and continue.
Before writing, allow some time for children to gather ideas about the opening, following on from the opening sentence.

	Task:

Write the opening.

S/C
· Introduce character
· Establish setting
· Use expanded noun phrases
· Use interesting vocabulary
· Make the reader want to read on

	Lesson 9 – Write the Adventure
LO: To write a complete adventure narrative using a plan.

	Task:
Children to write using the following paragraph structure:

P1 – introduce Skye and setting
P2 – Skye explores
P3 – Something unexpected happens
P4 – Problem becomes more serious
P5 – Skye solves the problem
P6 – Return to camp and conclude

Use teacher conferencing can focus on targets rather than detailed 1:1 focus.

	Lesson 10 – Edit like Skye
LO: To edit and improve writing.

	Give children Skye’s Editing Checklist

Vocabulary
Have I used interesting verbs?
Have I avoided repeating the same words?

Description
Can my reader picture the setting?
Have I used senses?

Sentences
Have I used different sentence starters?
Have I included expanded noun phrases?

Punctuation
Have I checked capital letters and full stops?
Have I checked my speech punctuation?
Have I used commas where needed?

Story
Does something happen?
Is there a problem?
Does the problem get solved?
	Y4 Challenge for Greater Depth while editing:

Include a simile

Include personification


	

	Differentiation

Support:
Provide vocabulary banks; story planning structures, sentence starters, picture sequencing cards, word mats, paragraph prompts

Core:
Independently plan and write using taught features.  Regular prompts for taught features.

Greater Depth:
Encourage children to use:
Varied sentence lengths
Develop atmosphere with deliberate4 word choices and sensory detail
Figurative language
Create suspense
Incorporate dialogue
Make the ending connect to an earlier event.



Extended Tasks:
Children to publish story with a front cover and a blurb.
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