
	Year 3 – Mastering Onomatopoeia and Sensory Adjectives

	Learning Objective: To use sensory adjectives and onomatopoeia to describe a setting.
NC Links: Y3 writing – composition: in narratives, creating characters, settings and plot; Y3 vocabulary – grammar and punctuation: choosing nouns and adjectives for impact.

	Success Criteria:
· I can identify sound and touch words in a text.
· I can use onomatopoeia to recreate forest sounds.
· I can use sensory adjectives to make my setting more vivid.

	Starter:
Re-read the paragraph where Skye creeps into the woods (“The air here was different...)  
Ask children to put their thumbs up every time they hear a word that tells them how the forest sounds or feels (e.g, thick, damp, soft, squelch, whispering, crisp, crunchy).  
Introduce the term onomatopoeia and ensure children understand its use.

	Main Input:
Draw a large tree or display a tree image on a board.  Around it, create a ‘Sensory Anchor Chart’.  Brainstorm words for a forest at night
1.  Hear (onomatopoeia), e.g. snap, rustle, crackle, crunch, hiss, hoot.
2. Touch (adjectives), e.g. slimy, rough, icy, prickly, spongy, freezing.
Model writing a collaborative sentence on the board using the created words.  E.g. As I stepped onto the spongy moss, a dry twig snapped under my foot.
Children rehearse using the words generated and construct oral sentences.

	Independent:
Children write a short descriptive paragraph about Skye walking deeper into the Whispering Woods.


	Support (Scaffolded)
Provide a sentence-starter bank and a visual word mat with pictures of moss (squelch), twigs (snap) and owl (hoot).
	Core (Age-Expected)
Write 4-5 sentences.  Must include at least 2 pieces of onomatopoeia and 3 sensory adjectives.
	Extension (Greater Depth)
Integrate a simile to describe a sound (e.g. a branch cracked like a whip)




	Plenary: Soundscape Circle
Pass a talking token around.  
Each child reads out one sentence.  The rest of the class closes their eyes and makes the matching onomatopoeic sound effect after the sentence is read.

	Vocabulary Support:

	[image: ]Sight (adjectives) 
	[image: ]Sound (onomatopoeia) 
	[image: ]Touch (adjective)  

	ink-black (shadows)
	squelch (wet mud)
	spongy (moss)

	gnarled (twisted roots)
	snap (breaking twigs)
	prickly (pine needles)

	copper-coloured (leaves)
	rustle (moving leaves)
	icy (cold breeze)

	glinting (moonlight)
	crackle (dry branches)
	rough (peeling bark)

	dimly lit (pathways)
	hoot (distant owl)
	damp (heavy air)



Sentence Starter Support:
🌲 Describing what Skye could see
· Skye could see __________________________.
· In front of her, there was __________________________.
· The woods were __________________________.
· Above her, the __________________________.
· In the distance, Skye noticed __________________________.

👂 Describing sounds – use onomatopoeia
· Suddenly, she heard a __________________________.
· Beneath her paws, the twig went snap.
· The leaves began to rustle __________________________.
· In the distance, an owl went hoot.
· As Skye walked, the branches went crackle and __________________________.
· Crunch! __________________________.

✋ Describing what Skye could feel
· Under her paws, the moss felt __________________________.
· The ground was __________________________.
· Skye felt the __________________________ breeze on her fur.
· She stepped onto the __________________________ mud.
· The bark felt __________________________ against her paws.

🌙 Building a longer sentence
· As Skye walked deeper into the woods, __________________________.
· When Skye stepped forward, __________________________.
· Suddenly, __________________________, and __________________________.
· Skye froze because __________________________.
· Although the woods were __________________________, Skye __________________________.
· While she walked, __________________________.


	Assessment Toolkit:

	Working Towards
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	· Uses simple adjectives to describe the forest, e.g. dark, cold
· Attempts sound words, though they may not be integrated smoothly
· Uses spaces between words and basic full stops

Potential Model:
Skye walked into the dark woods.  It was cold.  Under her paws, the wet mud made a squelch noise.  She smelled the old leaves.  Then a twig went snap.  An owl made a sound.  She felt very scared.

Why is this WTS?
· Simple vocabulary
· Basic adverbial/causal linkers
· Attempted onomatopoeia
· Basic accuracy
	· Chooses specific nouns and sensory adjectives, e.g. gnarled roots, icy breeze
· Correctly integrates onomatopoeia to bring the setting to life (crackle, rustle)
· Maintains consistent use of past tense throughout the paragraph

Potential Model:
Skye stepped away from the warm campfire and slipped into the pitch-black woods.  Underneath her paws, the spongy moss gave a wet squelch.  She sniffed the damp air, which smelled like rotten logs.  Suddenly, a brittle twig snapped nearby!  Skye froze as a freezing breeze blew through the gnarled branches, making the leaves rustle softly above her head.

Why is the EXS?
· Expanded noun phrases
· Integrated onomatopoeia
· Grammatical control
	· Enhances description by blending sensory words into figurative language, e.g. The gnarled roots reached out like skeletal hands as the leaves rustled a warning
· Varies sentence structures smoothly to keep the description engaging

Potential Model:
Creeping away from the flickering safety of the campfire, Skye ventured deep into the ink-black heart of the forest.  Beneath her paws, the spongy ground gave an eerie squelch with every single step.  The damp air hung heavy around her, smelling strongly of ancient, decaying wood.  Crunch!  A brittle twig snapped like a whip in the darkness.  Instantly, an icy wind whipped through the gnarled trees, causing the copper leaves to hiss and rustle a warning as the roots reached out like skeletal hands.

Why is the GDS?
· Blended figurative language
· Sophisticated vocabulary
· Advanced sentence variation
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