
	Year 1 Reading Comprehension

	
	Retrieval

What is the name of the pup?

A: Skye
	Retrieval

Where do Max and Skye go camping?

A: Whispering Woods
	Retrieval

What did Max toast over the campfire?

A: Marshmallows
	Sequencing:

Put these events in order from 1 to 3

· Skye ran into the woods to find a fluffy pillow
· Skye jumped out of the car and sniffed everything
· Skye fell asleep by the fire.

A: 2/1/3
	Word Work:

Find and copy 2 things Skye saw when she dashed out of the car.


Any 2 from:

Tree
Tent
Squirrel
shrubs/bushes




	Year 2 Reading Comprehension

	
	Retrieval

Why did Skye wag her tail so fast at the start of the story?

A: owner announced camping trip and Skye loved adventures
	Vocabulary

The story says Skye ‘sneaked away into the woods’.  What does the word sneaked tells us about how she is moving?

A: trying to move away without being seen or noticed.
	Inference

How did Skye feel when the woods suddenly fell silent?  How do you know?

A: scared or nervous.  Her heart was racing.
	Retrieval

What did Skye look like when she landed back at Max’s feet?

A: covered in twigs and dirty with mud
	Inference

Who or what do you think the ‘visitor’ with 2 glowing eyes was?

A: Owl




	Year 3 Reading Comprehension

	
	Retrieval

Find and copy the phrase that shows Skye was very excited about the camping trip.

A: ‘wagged her tail so fast she nearly took off like a helicopter’.
	Vocabulary

‘She dove headfirst into the pile, sending a spray of crunchy debris into the air.’  What does the word debris mean in this sentence?

A: broken pieces or fragments
	Inference

Look at the paragraph starting “But then, the woods fell silent.”  How does the author create a spooky atmosphere here?

A: By showing that all natural sounds had stopped and focusing only on Skye’s heartbeat.
	Explanation

Why did Skye decide that adventures are better when they are shared with family?

A: When she was alone, she was scared but when she was with her family, she was safe.
	Retrieval

What finally sang Skye to sleep?

A: crackling flames of the fire




	Year 4 Reading Comprehension

	
	Vocabulary

The author uses the phrase ‘erupted from the leaves like a hissing firework’.  What type of figurative language is this and what does it tell ius about Skye’s movements?

A: simile  
She moved quicker than normal emphasising she was surprised or startled.
	Inference

Why did Skye decide to leave the safety of the camp?

A: Wanted to find the biggest, fluffiest pillow in the forest.
	Retrieval

Find and copy 2 sensory descriptions from the paragraph where Skye creeps deeper into the forest.

A: any 2 from, golden glow of the campfire, thick with scent of damp pine needles, rotting logs, soft squelch or forest was whispering.
	Inference

Max laughed and said, “Looks like someone made a new forest friend!”  Did Skye actually make a friend?  Explain your answer using clues from the text.

A: No, creatures scared her and caused her to run away in fear.  Max was teasing her.
	Prediction:

Based on the ending, do you think Skye will sneak away into the woods by herself again the next night?  Why or why not?

A: No, because Skye realised it was better to stay with her family.  She was relieved when the heat of the fire ‘chased away’ her shivers.




	Year 5 Reading Comprehension

	
	Vocabulary

Read the sentence, “The air here was different – thick with the scent of damp pine needles and ancient, rotting logs.”  Which word is closest in meaning to ancient?

· Broken
· Very old
· Magical
· Hidden
A: very old
	Structure

How does the mood change from the paragraph where Skye plays in the leaves to the paragraph immediately after it?
Contrast the 2 moods

A: mood shifts from joyful/playful (diving into leaves, circling) to tense (dead silence, lack of wildlife, possible danger).
	Inference

“Just the heavy, rhythmic thump-thump of Skye’s facing heart.”  What does this sentence tell the reader about Skye’s physical and emotional state?

A: emotionally she is in panic or feeling fear.  Physically her adrenaline is pumping quickly so her heart is beating loudly.
	Authorial Intent

Why do you think the author chose the name ‘Whispering Woods’ for the setting?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

A: personifies the woods to make them come alive.  Textual evidence: soft squelch and woods whispering back to her, creating an eerie environment.
	Retrieval

Give 2 ways Max comforted Skye after she returned to the campsite.

A: rubbed her belly and reassured her she was safe.




	Year 6 Reading Comprehension

	
	Vocabulary

“She zigzagged through gnarled trees...”  What does the word gnarled suggest about the appearance and age of the forest?

A: trees are twisted and contorted, bent with age, knotted – all implying the woods are old and imposing.
	Inference

Explore how the author uses personification in the 4th paragraph to make the environment feel like a character itself.

A: author notes the grounds let out a ‘soft squelch’ like the forest was whispering back to Skye.  This implies the forest is conscious and listening to Skye’s movements and actively responding to her presence.
	Analysis

Look at the sentence: “But then, the woods fell silent.”  Explain the impact of using a short sentence at this exact point in the narrative.

A: Sentence creates a dramatic, abrupt halt to the previous lively action.  It builds immediate tension, mirrors the sudden shock Skye feels, and forces the reader to pause, mimicking the silence itself.
	Thematic Synthesis

What is the overarching moral or lesson that Skye learns by the end of her adventure?  Trace her emotional journey from the beginning to the conclusion to justify your answer.

A: The moral is that independent bravado can lead to danger, and joy/security are found in family.  She begins with overconfidence, “I bet I can find...pillow.” transitions into absolute terror when isolated in the dark.  It concludes with a sense of relief.
	Evaluation

How effectively does the author contrast the warmth and safety of the campfire and the cold unpredictability of the woods?  Cite specific words and phrases to support your evaluation.

[bookmark: _Int_pxvl61ge]A: Author effectively sets up a sensory dichotomy.  The campsite represents safety through ‘golden glow’ ‘toasting marshmallows’ and ‘crackling flames’.  In contrast, the deep woods are characterised by sensory decay and coldness, ‘thick with the scent of... Rotting logs’, ‘icy creek’, ‘woods fell silent’ and ‘darkness’.  This sharp contrast underscores Skye’s psychological shift from terror to relief.






